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Pardon the Dust: Construction in Progress

Drivers and pedestrians will soon
enjoy improvements to Gender Road
thanks to a two-phase project to
update the area. Phase I of the project
began April 20 and is expected to
conclude by mid-September. Design
for Phase II will begin this summer
with construction expected to begin in
2012.

According to Canal Winchester
Construction Services Administrator
Bill Sims, “The construction shouldn’t
have a major impact on traffic flows
in the area although there may be
some minor delays during rush hour.”

Phase I work includes:

¢ Adding a left turn lane from
southbound Gender Road to
eastbound Winchester Boulevard

¢ Installing a new traffic signal at
the Gender Road and Winchester
Boulevard intersection with a
backup power system in case of
power failure in the area

e Installing a new traffic signal at
Prentiss School Drive and
Winchester Boulevard

e Constructing a median on
Winchester Boulevard between
Gender Road and the Walmart
access road
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e Adding left turn lanes at the
Gender Road and Fox Hill Drive
intersection

¢ Installing a new traffic signal at
the Gender Road and Fox Hill
Drive intersection

e Adding a multi-use path on the
east side of Gender Road
between Fox Hill Drive and
Groveport Road

Phase I of the Gender Road project is
being funded by the Ohio Public
Works Commission (OPWC). Grants
from the Ohio Department of
Transportation’s Safety Fund and the
OPWC will fund Phase II of the
project.

During Phase II, Canal Winchester
will construct a multi-purpose leisure
path and slightly widen the paved
area between State Route 33 and
Winchester Pike to accommodate left
turn lanes. Separately from Canal
Winchester’s Phase I and Phase II,
the City of Columbus is working in the
area to improve the intersection at
Gender and Lehman roads.
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Hello... From the Mayor

Severe weather seems to be a
recurring theme in recent years and
this spring definitely followed the
trend. Heavy storms and tornadoes
swept through the area in April,
knocking down trees, blowing traffic
signals off wires and damaging
several homes and businesses
throughout the community.

City staff worked through the night
and into the next day to clean up
debris and repair damaged
equipment and structures. I'd like to
thank everyone for their patience as
our crews worked to fix traffic lights
and reopen streets.

The severe weather didn’t stop with
fierce winds. According to our
weather station and manual counts,
we received 9.05 inches of rain in
April and 6.50 in May, making this
Canal Winchester’s wettest spring on
record. This season’s weather was
even deemed the worst spring
weather of the century by the Ohio
Department of Agriculture. The
irregular weather and 46 days of rain
during April and May made it
difficult for crews to follow a regular
mowing schedule, but they worked
hard to get back on track once the
ground dried.

The spring rain seems to have
tapered off and the official start of
summer is just around the corner.
Nicer weather usually means the
construction season, and this year is
no exception. This summer residents
will begin to notice changes due to
Phase I of the Gender Road project,

which should be finished by mid-
September. This project will enhance
traffic flow, improve access to the
elementary school and make
pedestrian crossings safer.

With our assistance, the Indiana &
Ohio Rail Corp. will be updating the
tracks that cross Gender Road. The
tracks will be removed and relayed
over a new and smoother surface.
Plans also involve repaving the
approach area between the tracks.

Beyond construction, we continue to
see new businesses interested in
Canal Winchester. Staples has
broken ground for a store in
Waterloo Crossing and hopes to
open in time for “back to school”
sales in August. Fairfield Medical
Center opened “The Clinic at
Walmart” on June 3 and Fantasy
Cupcake plans to open in the former
Miss Marci’s Sweet Treats location
on High Street.

Perhaps the most talked about new
business coming to Canal
Winchester is Chipotle. The
restaurant will locate in front of
Walmart, on the southeast corner of
Winchester Boulevard and the
Walmart access road. While Chipotle
has started the process with our
development department, the
restaurant has not announced a
specific construction timeline or
opening date.

Public tennis courts are also planned
in Canal Winchester. We have been
in discussion with the school district

about installing them on school
property, but an exact location has
not been chosen.

Budgeting for 2012 has begun,
although we remain uncertain about
the exact local government funding
cuts from the State of Ohio. In the
meantime, we will take appropriate

precautions until state funding has
been decided.

It’s sure to be another fun and
interesting summer in Canal
Winchester. I hope you’ll find the
time to visit one of our parks, cool
off at our pool or attend one of our
many events this summer. Further
information on this season’s events,
the pool and other happenings can
be found inside this newsletter.

Sincerely,

Michael Ebert
Mayor




CW Rain Garden

The Canal Winchester rain garden was

installed Sept. 28, 2009 and consists of

200 square feet of water and drought
tolerant plants that collect water from
the community center parking lot
before it can rush into creeks and
streams. This low-cost garden reduces
flooding by absorbing nearly 85,000
gallons of water per year and benefits
the surrounding environment by
attracting pollinators like birds and
butterflies.

It’s Mosquito Season

Mosquitoes are often no more than
an itchy bite, but they have the
potential to pose serious health risks
that should not be overlooked.
Encephalitis and West Nile Virus are
just a few of the diseases mosquitoes
can carry and transmit to humans
through bites.

Fortunately, there are simple and
effective ways to minimize bites and
dramatically decrease exposure to
these diseases. Stagnant water is one
of the easiest ways to attract
mosquitoes, so preventing its
accumulation around your house is
key to avoiding them. Regularly look
around your yard for empty
containers that could hold water
since mosquitoes regularly make
these empty containers their homes.
Once a breeding site is established,

mosquitoes often remain around the
area to lay thousands of eggs and
cause an enormous problem.

The City of Canal Winchester
partners with Franklin County Public
Health for mosquito control. For
more information call Franklin
County Public Health’s Mosquito
Bite Line at 614-525-2483 or visit
www.myfeph.org.

City Receives 18th Tree City Award for Supporting the Environment

For the 18th consecutive year, Canal
Winchester has been honored as a
Tree City USA Community for
achieving specific environmental
goals. Two longtime members of
Street Tree Advisory Board (STAB)
attended the ceremony in April to
receive the award from the nonprofit
Arbor Day Foundation.

Dick Miller, Canal Winchester Urban
Forester and one of the members to
attend the ceremony, sees this as “a
pat on the back for upholding a
sustainable urban forest, even in
difficult times.”

The city and STAB work together to
provide and support environmental
programs because of the many
benefits trees have for the
community. Their annual Arbor Day
celebration brings the school district,

the city and STAB together to
participate in activities and nature
education. This year, STAB helped 90
seventh-graders from Canal
Winchester’s Middle School plant a
tree on school grounds. Afterward, a
great horned owl, a barred owl and
flying squirrels were brought to the
school to educate students about
sharing the environment with local
wildlife.

Canal Winchester’s annual Free Tree
Giveaway is another effort to
maintain the environment and has
provided residents with more than a
thousand free trees over twelve years.
The ‘Front Yard Tree Program’
became part of the giveaway in 2010
and offered the first ten residents two
trees if they agreed to plant one in
their front yard. The program is being
evaluated and will continue if found
successful.

These community programs are
becoming even more necessary since
construction work, tree illnesses, and
residential and commercial projects
have called for the removal of a large
number of trees. Trees provide
endless benefits for the community
including healthier air, better wildlife
habitats, cleaner water and fewer
sewer overflows. They have also been
linked to increased property values
and can create job opportunities in
the resource management field.

Canal Winchester encourages all
residents to participate in these
environmental programs, learn more
about the city’s goals and help bring
all the benefits of trees to the
community.



http://www.myfcph.org

The city is coming alive this summer
with events full of good eats, local
treats and live music! Everyone is
invited to attend our unique and
family-friendly events ranging from
the Farmers’ Market to the Labor
Day festival. There truly is
something for everyone!

Music & Art in the Park
Stradley Place in Historic
Downtown Canal Winchester
May 20, June 17 and July 15

Music & Art in the Park free summer
concert series kicked off on May 20
with high-energy rock and country
music from the John Schwab Duo
and a celebration to honor Canal
Winchester’s new city status. A
living statue, balloon animals by
Miss Dee the clown, a vehicle display
and the Canal Winchester Art Guild
also entertained the crowd.

Music & Art in the Park will continue
on June 17 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at
Stradley Place. Agent 99, a “70s and
‘80s cover band, will play live music
while guests enjoy a caricature artist,
balloon animals by Miss Dee and
children’s bouncy houses. The Canal
Winchester Art Guild will also offer
art displays and demonstrations.

Summer Events in Canal Winchester

The series will conclude on July 15
with a cruise-in and live music from
the Gas Pump Jockeys. The event
will also feature the Canal
Winchester Art Guild, a magician
and an airbrush tattoo artist.

Participants may register for the
July 15 cruise-in from 5 p.m. to 6
p-m. the night of the event or
pre-register by emailing
dmays@canalwinchesterohio.gov.

Cruise-in awards include People’s
Choice, Mayor’s Choice, Band’s
Choice, Sponsor’s Choice and
Farthest Traveled as well as dash
plaques for the first 50 registrants.

Refreshments like Philly cheese
steaks, French fries, funnel cakes
andnon-alcoholic beverages can be
purchased at these events. Chairs
and blankets are encouraged due to

limited seating. Picnics are welcome.

Music & Art in the Park is a free
concert series held at Stradley Place
the third Friday of the month during

May, June and July. Stradley Place is e

located in downtown Canal
Winchester, next to the city’s
municipal building at 36 S. High
Street. Rain dates have been set for
June 19 and July 20. Visit
www.canalwinchesterohio.gov for
more information.

Farmer’s Market

Stradley Place in Historic
Downtown Canal Winchester
Saturdays, June 4 — October 15 and
Wednesdays, July 6 — August 31

Treat your family to local produce,
wares and services this summer at
Main Street Canal Winchester’s
Farmers’ Market. Fresh fruit,
vegetables, herbs, baked goods and
more are available during market
hours on Saturdays and
Wednesdays. Saturday hours are 9
a.m. to noon, June 4 through
October 17, excluding August 6 and
September 3 due to the Blues &
Ribfest and the Labor Day Festival.
Wednesday hours are 5 p.m. to 7
p-m. July 6 to August 31.

All net proceeds from the Farmer’s
Market directly benefit the growth
and enhancement of Main Street
Canal Winchester’s core programs.
Help keep the authentic small town
market tradition alive by supporting
local vendors at this event. For more
information about the Farmers’
Market, including a list of vendors
and their products, visit
www.mainstreetcanalwinchester.org.
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2011 Blues & Ribfest Labor Day Festival
Downtown Canal Winchester Downtown Canal Winchester
August 5 and 6 September 3, 4 and 5

canal winchester
labor day festival

CANAL
WINCHESTER

September 3 - 5, 2011

Though it began as a small

Back by popular demand, Main gathering in 1920, the Canal

Street Canal Winchester will again ~ Winchester Labor Day Festival has
host the Canal Winchester Blues & grown to attract thousands each
Ribfest the first weekend in August. year to the community’s largest and
Join us in historic downtown Canal oldest tradition. This year’s event
Winchester for this two-day street ~ will include many of the festival’s
celebration on Friday, August 5 mainstays, such as the annual

from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. and Saturday, cruise-in, the scholarship pageant
August 6 from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and the popular Labor Day parade.
The live music lineup features
British Invasion on Saturday,
plentiful! Live blues music willbe =~ Shucking Bubba Deluxe on Sunday
played from two stages as guests and The Usual Suspects and The
enjoy sizzling ribs and other cuisine, Repeat Offenders on Monday as
children’s activities and locally well as many other performers
crafted items and art. A beer garden throughout the event.

will also be available for the
enjoyment of guests 21 and over.

Admission is free and fun is

Guests will also have the
opportunity to enjoy a variety of
food and retail vendors, a 21-and-
over beer garden, an assortment of
carnival rides and games and
several children’s activities. Log
onto www.cwlaborday.org for more

Entertainment includes a full
catalog of live music from a variety
of local and internationally-known
blues artists. For a complete list of
vendors, bands, 2010 rib winners

and sponsorship opportunities visit information and a complete
schedule of events.

www.bluesandribfest.com.

Did You Know?

It rained 15.55 inches over 46 days
during April and May in Canal
Winchester.

The Frances Steube Community
Center is available for rent - call
614-837-8276 for details.

By city ordinance, property owners
should keep their grass height
under 8 inches.

Downtown benches “dedicated to,”
“in memory of” or “in honor of”
are available with engraved plaque
for $750.

Seven of our traffic heads were
blown off signal wires during an
April storm.

Canal Winchester officially became
a city on April 29, 2011.

Dates to Remember

June 17 Music & Art in the Park
July 4 City Offices Closed
July 15 Music & Art in the Park
Aug.5-6  Blues & Ribfest

Sept. 3-5  Labor Day Festival
Sept. 5 City Offices Closed

Oct. 31 Beggar’s Night

Nov. 11 City Offices Closed
Nov. 24-25 City Offices Closed
Dec. 2-3  Christmas in the Village
Dec. 10 Breakfast With Santa
Dec. 26 City Offices Closed
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Water Conservation

Canal Winchester supports a Water
Conservation Policy to regulate water
usage for lawn watering. This policy
manages peak times in an attempt to
lessen environmental impact and
minimize operational costs associated
with water supply and treatment.

The city requires residents to abide by
a lawn watering schedule so that the
water supply can be utilized
responsibly and efficiently. Water and
sprinkling of lawns is permitted
during the following times only.

Monday
No watering permitted

Tuesday — Sunday
Before 10 a.m. and after 6 p.m.

During long periods of drought,

mechanical failure of the water system

or for other reasons, the Water
Superintendent may announce a
restricted schedule. During a level 1
restriction, lawn watering is only
permitted from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 77
p.m. to 9 p.m. A level 2 restriction
insists that residents discontinue all
unattended water usage, meaning
there should be no lawn sprinkling
whatsoever. These additional
measures are occasionally taken to
assure sufficient reserve water, which
is important for providing minimum
water pressure to all customers and
maintaining reasonable water
reserves for emergencies.

Residents who fail to comply with this
policy may be charged with a fourth
degree misdemeanor and/or

water service may be terminated.

Cool Solution to the Summer Heat

The City of Canal Winchester
Municipal Pool is now open and
welcomes residents of the City of
Canal Winchester and the Canal
Winchester School District to beat
the heat with a variety of activities
and amenities. Make a splash in the
recreational pool, complete with a
water-spray feature, or hop into the
competition pool to swim a few laps.
A diving area, baby pool, picnic area
and concessions are also available
and make the pool a great place to
spend time with family and friends.

Pool party rentals, swim lessons and
a range of membership options are
available. Private parties may be
scheduled for up to 100 guests on

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
evenings from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Swim lessons are offered in two-
week sessions consisting of eight
lessons, Monday through Thursday.
A schedule of classes can be found
on the swim lesson page of the city
website.

The 2011 season runs from June 4 to
September 4. Hours are noon to 8
p-m. daily, with limited weekday
hours beginning August 24. Rentals,
lessons and memberships can be
purchased during regular pool hours
and are limited to residents of the
City of Canal Winchester and the
Canal Winchester School District.

RATES FOR 2011 SEASON

Individual Membership:

City of Canal Winchester residents: $100
Residence within school boundaries: $115

Family Membership:

City of Canal Winchester residents: $180
Residence within the City of Canal Winchester school boundaries: $220

Daily Admission: $5 per day, $2 after 6 p.m.

Ten-Day Pass: $40 per person

Swim Lessons:
$40 per session, member
$50 per session, non-member

Private Party Rental:
$200

Discounts:
25 percent off active duty military

25 percent off late season membership




Recent legislation that forced dish
soap manufacturers to eliminate
phosphates from their formulas has
residents searching for the source of
their dirty dishes. Phosphates are a
key ingredient in dish soap and are
essential for softening water and
removing grime. Without them,
detergents are far less effective.

Many residents, unaware that their
dish soap is the true culprit, have
looked elsewhere for a solution. Some
suspect appliance malfunctions while
others have called their local water
department assuming there has been
a change to their water.

“We empathize with our customers’
concerns but assure you there hasn’t
been a change in our water,” said
Gary Schmitt, water department
manager. “While the change in dish
soap may cause spotting, it poses no
health risk.”

The City of Canal Winchester is
asking residents for their help in
maintaining clean water and an
efficient storm sewer system. Storm
sewers are responsible for draining
water from streets, roofs and parking
lots, but cannot function properly
when items like grass clippings,
mulch and soil enter the system.
Disposing of these items
appropriately will help the city
control backups, water pollution and
safety hazards.

Waste Management provides Canal

That may be hard to believe since
dishes seem to be getting dirtier.
However, the same ingredient
responsible for cleaning your dishes
has the opposite effect when it
enters the water supply via
dishwasher runoff. Phosphates cause
algae to grow and die at an excessive
rate, which makes water green and
cloudy and increases filtration costs.
The taste and smell of drinking
water can also suffer.

The change occurred when 16 states,
including Ohio, passed legislation
that prohibited the use of
phosphates in dish soap. Because it
was too difficult for companies to
distribute different formulas to
national suppliers, they chose to
eliminate phosphates in their
detergents nationwide. Dish soap is
the second household product to be
regulated. Laundry detergents were
also recently forced to remove

including pick-up for grass and other
yard waste. We ask that these items
are neither dumped directly into the
system nor placed or blown into the
roadway. If you use contractors for
yard maintenance or other services,
we ask that you inform them of this
policy as well.

Items in the right of way can obstruct
vision and result in accidents for
which residents may be liable. Clogs
can also occur when these items are
carried into the system by rain water
or directly deposited by individuals.

Winchester residents with a variety of These clogs cause backups that result

curbside services to meet their needs,

in the pollution of rivers and creeks.

()

phosphates, but few people noticed
since washing machines can
efficiently agitate soap without this
ingredient.

Environmentalists encourage
residents that the best of both worlds
is out there and that this regulation
will push manufacturers to try harder
to find an effective and
environmentally safe formula.
Companies assure consumers they
are performing extensive tests in
search of the solution.

In the meantime, residents are
encouraged to compensate for
phosphates by adding a little extra
elbow-grease to their dishwashing
routine. Effective reformulations will
surface soon enough and residents
will benefit from cleaner dishes.

Details on appropriate disposal
methods can be found on the Waste
Management website (www.wm.com)
under “Products & Services.” Please
note that failure to comply may result
in fines and/or discontinuation of
water service.




City of Canal Winchester
36 S. High Street
Canal Winchester, OH 43110

614-837-7493
www.canalwinchesterohio.gov

Michael EDErt ........coceeveverienenieneeieienieseeiees Mayor

John Bender, Rick Deeds, Steve

Donahue (Vice President), Bobbie

Mershon, Marilyn Rush-Ekelberry

(President), Leah Turner and James
WYNKOOD...veivieeieeieeeeeeeeee et Council

PRESORT STANDARD MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH
PERMIT NO. 81

Guide to City Employees

614-837-7493
www.canalwinchesterohio.gov
www. facebook.com/canalwinchester, twitter.com/canalwinchester

City Administration
36 S. High Street

Accounting Clerk ........ccceeeevvenvenieesieenieeineene 614-834-5106
Building Dept. Administrative Assistant ...... 614-837-7501
Building Official .........cccoeevieivieienieiecieiene 614-834-5102
Clerk of CoUurt ....ccvevverreeeiecieeieceeiee e 614-837-7691
Community Affairs Director ...........cceeeveeueenne 614-834-9727
Development Director ..........ccceeeeevvveseenueenns 614-837-1894
Finance Director ........ccocceeevveecieeecieeeieenneenns 614-837-6937
Human Resources Coordinator ................... 614-834-5118

MAYOT ..ttt 614-837-7493
Planning & Zoning Administrator ................ 614-837-5105
Receptionist ......cceeeveeeiieeiieeieeeieeeeeeeieeene 614-837-7493

Utility Clerk .....oeecveeveeeieeieeieeeeeeeeceee e 614-837-7716

Community Center
22 S. Trine Street

Community Center .......c.cceeeevveeeeeereeeeneennes 614-837-8276

Construction Services
400 Ashbrook Road

Construction Services .................... 614-834-5100, ext. 101

Department of Public Works
400 Ashbrook Road
Director of Public Works ................ 614-834-5100, ext. 109
Division of Streets ........c.ccc. cvevrennen. 614-834-5100, ext. 105
Division of Urban Forestry ............. 614-834-5100, ext. 110
Division of Water Reclamation ......614-834-5100, ext. 103




