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Village of Canal Winchester, Spring 2008 

Community   
     Connection 

New Ordinance for Peddlers and Solicitors 

At its April 7 meeting, Village Council 

passed an ordinance adopting new 

regulations for individuals, organiza-

tions and companies who desire to 

peddle or solicit within the village. 

�3�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���S�H�G�G�O�H�U���D�Q�G��
solicitor regulations did not provide 

the village authority to thoroughly 

check such door-to-door solicitors in 

the village. Now the village is able to 

conduct background checks to make 

sure companies are reputable and that 

�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���G�L�V�T�X�D�O�L�I�\�L�Q�J��
marks on their record, such as being a 

convicted sexual offender.  

 
Simply defined, someone who is ped-

dling or soliciting is someone who is 

attempting to sell you something or 

solicit a donation. While this ordi-

nance places restrictions on peddling 

and soliciting, the village is not able to 

control canvassing, which is consid-

ered a First Amendment right. Exam-

ples of canvassing include trying to 

get signatures for a grassroots cam-

paign or delivering ad bags.  

 
Residents who do not want peddlers 

or solicitors to approach their door 

may display a sign or decal containing 

�W�K�H�V�H���H�[�D�F�W���Z�R�U�G�V�����³�1�R���3�H�G�G�O�H�U�V���R�U��
�6�R�O�L�F�L�W�R�U�V���,�Q�Y�L�W�H�G���´���$�V���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��

ordinance, if this sign is displayed, 

�³�Q�R���S�H�U�V�R�Q���P�D�\���J�R���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�P�L�V�H�V����
ring the doorbell, knock on the door, 

or create any other sound in any other 

manner for the purpose of attracting 

the attention of the occupants and 

�V�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J���D�Q���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H���´���,�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H��
noted that by displaying this sign eve-

ryone, including groups such as the 

Girl Scouts selling cookies, is legally 

prohibited from peddling or soliciting 

on your property. If you do want to 

allow certain groups to peddle or so-

licit your residence or business, you 

may remove your sign while they are 

operating. However, any peddler or 

solicitor may enter your property if 

the sign has been removed.  

 
Adopted as Ordinance 23-08, viola-

tions of this ordinance are fourth de-

gree misdemeanors. All charitable 

organizations are required to wear 

identification and all for -profit solici-

tors and peddlers are required to ob-

tain and clearly display a village-

issued license. If you believe someone 

is in violation of this ordinance, you 

�P�D�\���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���6�K�H�U�L�I�I�¶�V���R�I��
fice to have it enforced.   

 
�6�H�H���3�H�G�G�O�H�U�V���R�Q���3�D�J�H�����«�� 


