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Village of Canal Winchester, Fall 2010 

Community   
     Connection 

 It Takes a City... 

Village residents recently approved 
amendments to Canal Winchesterôs 
charter on the November ballot. 
These charter updates, which were 
recommended by a Charter Review 
Commission made up of village  
residents, are a step in the process 
of Canal Winchesterôs likely  
transition to a city next year.  
 

The majority of updates to the  
charter were general amendments 
such as allowing the villageôs name 
to be changed to the City of Canal 
Winchester and removing language 
describing the 1995 charter.  
 

Changes to the villageôs staffing 
structure include removal of the  
requirement that the positions of 
Clerk of Council and Finance  
Director be held by the same person 
and the residency requirement for 
some staff positions. Another  
revision changes the name of the 
ñDepartment of Public Worksò to 
the ñDepartment of Public Service.ò 
This aligns the name with the duties 
spelled out in the Ohio Revised 
Code for this position and more 
clearly dictates who should handle 
certain responsibilities.  
 

The charter now contains a  
provision to add a City  
Administrator in the future, when 
and if needed. The position would 

be recommended and supervised by 
the Mayor, but would require an 
ordinance by Council to create the 
position.  
 

Among the modifications to  
Councilôs powers were changing the 
reading requirements for a  
resolution from a minimum of three 
readings to one, allowing Council to 
set a date beyond 30 days for an  
ordinance to go into effect, and 
changing the three-fourths  
consensus to a two-thirds agree-
ment to pass a zoning ordinance.  
 

Another notable amendment to the 
charter was in how contracting for 
design-build projects will be  
handled. Previously, all individual 
trades such as plumbing and wood-
working were bid out separately. 
Canal Winchester will now be able 
to select one general contractor who 
will be responsible for the various 
trades.   
 

The 2010 charter amendments will 

take effect 30 days after the village 

is declared a city by the Ohio  

Secretary of State. Anyone who 

would like to review the entire  

document of charter updates may 

pick up a copy of it at the villageôs 

municipal office building at 36 S. 

High St.   
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Helloé From the Mayor 

As 2011 nears, we continue our 
preparation for our likely transition 
to a city. One step in the process was 
to update our municipal charter. The 
proposed changes appeared on  
residentsô ballots in November and 
were passed by a large margin. 
Thanks to everyone who came out 
and exercised their right to vote.  
 

You may have noticed our new  
residential refuse agreement with 
Waste Management. This is the first 
rate increase weôve had in several 
years and our rates remain very low 
compared to other communities. The 
new contract raised our base rate 
from $9.87 to $12 per month. Waste 
Management has been a strong asset 
to our community and Iôm happy 
weôre able to continue this  
partnership with them.  
 

When SWACOôs rate increase goes 
into effect on January 1, Waste  
Management (like all waste haulers) 
will have the option to tack this  
increase onto its refuse programs. 
SWACOôs increase is $0.25 for  
residential curbside pickup, with a 
larger increase for commercial  
refuse. 
 

Congratulations are in order for Diley 
Ridge Medical Center. The facility 
earned LEED® Gold certification 

from the United States Green  
Building Council, making it Ohioôs 
first Gold LEED -certified healthcare 
facility. This center has proved to be a 
huge asset for Canal Winchester. We 
should all be proud to have an award-
winning facility with so many green 
elements meeting the healthcare 
needs of our community. 
 
Another positive development in the 
community is Manifold & Phalorôs 
relocation to Canal Winchester. The 
company outgrew is 10,000 square-
foot space in Reynoldsburg and  
recently relocated to a 30,000 square
-foot facility in Canal Point industrial 
park. The company is open and in the 
process of making its transition to full 
operations here in our community. 
Expect news regarding their grand 
opening this winter.  
 
I am also very proud of the caliber of 
events weôve seen lately in Canal  
Winchester. We continue to see large 
increases in attendance at all of our 
events, and I believe the Blues &  
Ribfest and Canal Winchester Labor 
Day Festival are two of the finest  
festivals in the state of Ohio. I have 
reason to believe Iôm not the only one 
who feels this way, after hearing  
similar comments from several  
people who attended these events.  
Both Christmas in the Village and 

Breakfast With Santa are coming up 
in December. I hope you have plans 
to participate in the final two events 
of the year as well as the full schedule 
of celebrations on the agenda for next 
year.  
 
Iôm looking forward to another  
prosperous and joyous year with  
everyone. Have a happy and safe  
holiday season.  
 

Sincerely, 

Michael Ebert, Mayor  

Energy and Cost Saving Tips for Water Usage 

A hot water heater temperature  
setting of 120 degrees is sufficient for 
most household needs. Higher  
temperatures can cause dissolved  
solids to precipitate into the hot water 
system, which can shorten the life of 
the hot water tank and plug fixtures 
and screens.  
 

Here are some energy and cost saving 
tips for water usage: 

Add an insulation jacket to your 
hot water heater. 

Flush your hot water tank to  
remove sediment. 

Lower the temperature setting on 
your hot water tank to reduce the  
formation of precipitates  

Clean faucet aerators and screens 
     Check toilets for leaks at flapper 

valves by using blue food coloring.  

Another tip - keeping your hot water 

heater set to a lower temperature is 

also something you might want to  

consider if you have young children. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics 

recommends setting hot water heaters 

to no higher than 120 degrees to avoid 

burns. 
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The Village of Canal Winchester is a 
unique and vibrant community that is 
rapidly expanding. In fact, come next 
year, itôs expected to become the City 
of Canal Winchester. With our  
expanding community, when can we 
expect an expanding retail and dining 
selection? 
 
This is a fairly common question by 
those who are interested in getting 
popular businesses to come into the 
village such as retail stores, a bigger 
selection of restaurants, or service 
businesses at a convenient location in 
Canal Winchester. Weôve been working 
hard with hopes of getting some of 
those businesses that are in high  
demand. Itôs just going to take some 
time.  
 
Bringing in a new business is  
something that takes a lot of planning 
and patience. There are numerous  
factors retailers must take into  
consideration when deciding where to 
build their business.  
 
First, retailers must study the market 
area to calculate the number of  
households and jobs within the area 
where they are looking to build.  
Generally, this parameter is within a 
ten minute radius in order to include 
those who they feel are their target 
market. This is logical when looking at 
neighboring cities with malls and a 
large number of chain restaurants  
because there are high populations 
within those citiesô limits.  
 
However, potential retailers donôt take 
into account residents and employees 
coming to the Gender Road area from 
Canal Pointe, the Village of Groveport 
and the Rickenbacker Area at  
lunchtime. So the village has been 
working hard to get potential retailers 
to see past their set criteria of traffic 
and population, and consider the  
larger southeast region.  
 
Retailers plan where they want to 
build years in advance. Development 

for the next two to three years is  
already in effect and retailers are now 
planning for 2013 and beyond. Canal 
Winchester Development Director, 
Chris Strayer, approaches potential 
businesses with a full understanding of 
how the system works. ñWeôve been 
working diligently not to get some-
thing now but to prepare for later,ò 
Strayer explained. ñWe arenôt looking 
at next year but three years from now 
asking how we can get on the list and 
then moved up as a high priority.ò 
 
Businesses look at location so they can 
strategically build close to their  
competition. Gender Road has limited 
space and doesnôt always provide an 
ideal location for these competitive 
businesses. Diley Road may eventually 
provide a prosperous location but itôs 
still too early in the development 
stages for many retailers to want to 
commit.  
 
Strayer also shed light on why multiple 
competitors, such as tire stores, may 
choose to build in the same area. ñWe 
canôt legally deny businesses from 
coming in if they meet our criteria  
established in the zoning code,ò 
Strayer said. ñThey come because they 
see an opportunity for profit.ò Some 
retailers specifically target Canal  
Winchester because the demographic 
fits their business objective. 
 
There are still many other factors to be 
considered such as land costs, number 
of restaurants or stores within a  
region, average income and more. 
Even once a business decides to locate 
in Canal Winchester they still have 
several things to consider like land 
acquisition and environmental and 
traffic studies before they can start the 
building process.  
 
So what can residents do to help the 

process? Be patient. The businesses in 

demand will come; itôs just a matter of 

when. 

Saluting Our Veterans Bringing Businesses in So Residents Can Go Out 

Weôre paying respect to local service 
men and women with a veteran  
display board this month to say 
thanks. Located on the front  
windows of 36 S. High St., the  
display features pictures sent in by 
area residents of those who have 
served or are currently serving our 
country.  
 
The display began in 2009 as a way 
to honor local veterans and active-
duty military personnel in  
celebration of Veteranôs Day. This 
year 13 new photos were added to the 
display, which now includes photos 
and descriptions of 45 veterans and 
active-duty military personnel in  
uniform. The village hopes to add 
more photos to the display each year. 
 
Branches of the armed forces such as 
the U.S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
Air Force and National Guard have 
all been well represented by  
members who have served anytime 
between 1943 and today. Photos  
include veterans of World War II, 
Korea, Vietnam, Operation Uphold 
Democracy and Operation Iraqi  
Freedom among others. 
 
The display will be featured at the 
villageôs municipal building  
throughout November. Anyone  
interested in seeing the display is  
encouraged to stop by and pay  
tribute to these veterans in  
appreciation of their service. 
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Twas early December and ready for 
some fun, were Canal Winchester 
residents and their loved ones.  
 
Festivities were planned through the 
village with care, for Christmas in the 
Village was finally here.  
 
Christmas in the Village is a perfect 
way to kick start the holiday season 
with family and friends. Such a wide 
range of activities are offered that 
youôre sure to find something for  
everyone. 
 
This year the celebration will begin 
Friday, December 3 at 5:15 p.m. with a 
parade. The parade will start at the 
high school, go through downtown 
and end right in front of Stradley 
Place, next to the municipal building 
at 36 S. High St. Following the parade, 
Santa will begin the tree lighting  
ceremony at  5:45 p.m. in the grassy 
area behind Stradley Place. Festivities 

will continue from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. On 
Saturday the parade will begin at 4:30 
p.m. and be followed by the activities 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
 
This yearôs festivities are sure to be a 
big hit with classic activities from last 
year as well as some new ones! Look 
for expanded parades with a few more 
vehicles and lights. 
 
At Stradley Place there will be a 
popcorn station and ice sculptures. On 
High Street youôll see hayrides offered 
in front of the municipal building and 
carriage rides in front of Huntington 
Bank, where inside kids will enjoy  
visits with Santa. Childrenôs train rides 
will be across from Town Hall where 
childrenôs crafts will be offered.  
 
Other festivities include: carolers,  
childrenôs games inside Chase Bank, a 
craft bazaar and electric trains in the  
community center, and a gingerbread 

house contest in the Winchester Tea 
Room. Another new feature includes 
holiday scenes painted on many 
downtown business windows thanks  
to art students from Canal Winchester 
High School. 
 
Anyone interested in learning more 
about Christmas in the Village or how 
to enter the fourth annual gingerbread 
house contest should contact Carrie 
Hoover at 614-834-9727. If you would 
like to participate in the craft bazaar 
please contact the Main Street Canal 
Winchester organization at 614-270-
5053. 
 
Christmas in the Village is a free  
community event hosted by the Village 
of Canal Winchester and Main Street 
Canal Winchester, with support from 
the Canal Winchester Chamber of 
Commerce. This event would not be 
possible without the help and support 
of volunteers and local businesses. 

Christmas in the Village Will Soon Be Here... 

Blues & Ribfest and Labor Day Festival Bring Huge Crowds to the Village! 
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Did You Know?  
 

Itôs always best to check with the  

village before starting improvements to 

your home to see if permits or  

inspections are required. 

 

Most car and garage break-ins happen 

when vehicles are left unlocked and 

garages are left open. Residents can 

help prevent theft by keeping their  

garage doors closed and their vehicles 

locked.  

 

You can get village news and  

information through social media. Join 

the conversation by liking us on  

Facebook or following us on Twitter.   

 

 

Nov. 25-26  Village Offices Closed 
 

Dec. 3 Last Day for Leaf Pickup 
 

Dec. 3-4 Christmas in the Village 
 

Dec. 11 Breakfast With Santa 
 

Dec. 24 Village Offices Closed 
 

Dec. 31 Village Offices Closed 

Dates to Remember 

Have a Holly Jolly Breakfast 

Santa Claus is coming to town and 
heôs hungry! On Dec. 11, the village 
will be hosting its annual breakfast 
with Santa at the Frances Steube  
Community Center located at 22 S. 
Trine St. 
 
Santa has been coming to breakfast in 
Canal Winchester for many years. But 
this year, Santa has agreed to stay 
longer. Santa has lost a few pounds 
and feels it would be better if there 
were two breakfast sessions. That 
way, the event gains more people and 
Santa gains more pounds! The first 
session will be from 8:30 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. and the second session 
will go from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  
 
Tickets went on sale November 3 and 
are available at the villageôs municipal 
building and community center  
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. For 
those who canôt make it to the  
villageôs office during normal business 
hours, Harvest Moon will have tickets 
available  evenings and 
weekends. 
 
At just $5 per person 
and children under one 
year being free, this 
yearôs breakfast is sure 
to be a festive one. 
Guests will fill up on 
flavorsome French toast 
sticks, savory sausage 
links, scrumptious 

scrambled eggs and a drink! Children 
will be able to visit with Santa and 
receive an early gift.  
 
All proceeds from the event benefit 
Canal Winchester Human Servicesô 
Adopt-A-Family program. Thank you 
to the Canal Winchester Rotary Club, 
the Canal Winchester High School 
Leo Club, Harvest Moon and  
McDonaldôs for their support of the 
event. Additional volunteers and do-
nations are still needed to support the 
event. Please call 614-834-9727 if  
interested. 
 
 Make sure to purchase your ticket 

soon to join the fun. After all, thereôs 

just no place like Canal Winchester 

for the holidays. 

Another Successful Tire Sweep at Walnut Creek 

Canal Winchester held its third  
annual tire sweep and creek cleanup 
along Walnut Creek on October 16. 
The group pulled 122 tires from the 
area. 
 
Thanks to the fourteen volunteers 
who helped! The group included  
volunteers from Boy Scout Troop 103, 
the Walnut Action Group, the Rotary 
Club and a few residents.  

The tire sweep was held in  
conjunction with Metro Parksô stream 
cleanup project along Walnut Creek, 
where the waterway borders Walnut 
Woods Metro Park.  
 
Thanks to Metro Parks, Don Hartman 
Inc. and NTB, which all helped cover 
the costs for disposing of the tires.   
 
 


